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Abstract
Thestudyassessedtheperceptionsofteachersonthesustainabilityofeducation
duringCOVID-19insecondaryschoolsinKwaraState.Descriptiveresearchdesignof
surveytypewasadoptedinthestudy.Thepopulationwasallteachersinallsecondary
schoolsinKwaraState,250teachersweresampledfrom25secondaryschoolsusing
simple random sampling technique. The instrument for data collection was
questionnairetitled“Teachers’PerceptionsofSustainabilityofEducationduringCOVID-
19”(TPSEC)whichwasvalidatedbytwoexpertsinthefieldofTestandMeasurement.
Thereliabilityoftheinstrumentwasensuredusingtest-retestreliabilitymethod.The
researcheradministeredtheinstrumenton20teachersoutsidethesampletwice,within
theintervaloftwoweeksanddatacollectedwasanalysedusingPearsonProduct
MomentCorrelationwhilethereliabilitycoefficientobtainedwas0.89.Theinstrument
was administered by the researcherand three trained research assistants.Two
researchquestionswereraisedinthestudyandoneofthem wastransformedinto
hypothesis.Theresearchquestionwhichcouldnotbetransformedintohypothesiswas
answeredusingmeanwhilethehypothesisformulatedwastestedusingt-testat0.05
levelofsignificance.Thefindingsofthestudyrevealedthatteachershadpositive
perceptiontowardsthesustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19.Italsofoundthat
there wasno significantdifference between the perceptionsofmale and female
teachersonthesustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19.Thestudyrecommended
amongstothersthatmodernteachingfacilitiesthatcouldguaranteestudents’access
tolearningduringpandemicshouldbeputinplacebygovernment.
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Introduction

InNigeriaandothercountriesoftheworld,educationisviewedasadominant

instrumentforpresenting and sustaining social,economicand politicalchangein

human societies.Ayodele (2016)conceived education as a vehicle forenhancing

upwardsocialandeconomicmovement.Withthissubmission,onecouldconcludethat

educationisthekeytosocialrebuildingandaninstrumentforconserving,transmitting

andrenewingsocial,economicandpoliticalcultureofanation.

Education occupies a principalposition foreconomic empowermentand

developmentofsustainableeconomy.Onthisnote,NationalPolicyonEducation(2013)

submitted thatone ofthe fundamentalgoals ofeducation is the acquisition of

appropriateskillsandthedevelopmentofmental,physicalandsocialabilitiesand

competenciesasequipmentfortheindividualtoliveandcontributetothedevelopment

ofthesociety.Educationenablesindividualstocontributepositivelytodevelopmentof

theirsocietybyprovidingtoallneededmanpowerandpersonnelthatwillcontributeto

nationaldevelopment(Fakunle,2020).Theabove,therefore,suggeststhatthenature

andqualityofeducationreceivedbythepeopledefinedthelevelofdevelopmentofany

nation.

CoronavirusDiseases2019whichispopularlyknownasCOVID-19wasfirst

diagnosedandreportedinDecember2019inWuhan,Chinawasfirstconfirmedin

NigeriabytheFederalMinistryofHealthonthe27thofFebruary,2020.Thefirstcase

wasdiscoveredonanItaliancitizenwhoreturnedfrom Milan,Italytohisworkplacein

Lagos,Nigeria (Nigeria Centre forDisease Control(NCDC,2020).The pandemic
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continuedtospreadinthecountryfrom thenanditledtotheclosureofallschools,

primary,secondaryandtertiaryinstitutionsonMarch26th2020inNigeriainorderto

avoid further spreading of COVID-19.The lockdown had greatimpacts on the

sustainabilityofeducationinNigeria(Jimoh,2020).

Evidencesandobservationsfrom thepreviouspandemicsuchasEboladisease

showed thatCOVID-19 iscapableofdisrupting educationalsystem and makesit

unsustainableandthisissupportedbyPlanInternational(2020)thatoutbreakofCOVID

-19affectschildren’seducation.Itissubmittedthateducationisinterruptedbythe

outbreakofthevirusandschoollockdownthatfollowedit.Itisaknownfactthatwhen

schoolisinterrupted,students’accesstolearningwouldbeinterruptedaswell.Jimoh

(2020)foundthatstudentshadnoenoughaccesstolearningduringCOVID-19school

lockdowninNigeria.Thisindicatesthatsustainabilityofeducationcouldbeachieved

throughtheuseofe-learningfacilitiesduringthepandemic.

Inorderfortheeducationtoachieveitsgoals,itsprocessmustmoveonwithout

beinghinderedbyanyfactorsorchallenges.ThecomingofCoronaVirusbroughta

greatglobalhindrancetoeducationalsystem.StephanandChristoph(2020)opined

thatthecrisiscausedbytheCOVID-19hascomprehensiveeffectsoneeducation.The

breakdownofCOVID-19hassignificantinfluenceontheeducationaldevelopmentin

Nigeriaevenafterthelockdownasmostoftheeducationalprogrammesandactivates

areinholdduetofearofspreadofthepandemicamongthestudents.

Jimoh(2020)submittedthatCOVID-19pandemichaschallengedstructuresand

practicesofeducationinNigeriaandotherdevelopingcountriesandthatthechangein

structurecouldhavenegativeinfluenceoneducation.Itrevealedthatsomeofthe
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educationalprogrammes in schools have openly suspended due to the fearof

spreadingthepandemicamongstudentsandeducationalstakeholders.Suspensionof

educationprogrammeistantamounttonon-sustainabilityofeducationinthecountry.

MahamaandBadu-Nyarko(2014)conceivedsustainabilityasthecontinuationof

thebenefitsofeducationalbeyondthetimeoftheprogrammes.Onkoba(2016)opined

thatsustainabilityistheabilityofeducationalprogrammesandpracticestomaintaina

flow oftheirbenefitsataspecifiedlevelforalongperiod.Thisimpliesthatthe

expansionofbenefitsoradvantagesofeducationalprogrammesforalongtimeisall

aboutitssustainability.Foreducationtobesustainable,itsbenefitsmustcontinue

withoutanysignofcessationduetocertainfactors.Thisimpliesthatsustainabilityof

educationduringCOVID-19meanstheachievementofthebenefitseducationasitwas

beforethebeginningofthepandemic.Itisbelievedthatsustainabilityofeducation

couldbeachievedonlyifitisnotstoppedfrom performingitsmajorfunctionsandroles

toindividualandnationaldevelopment.

Theperceptionofindividual,particularlyteachers,duringtheperiodofCOVID-19

couldbeunpredictableaseveryoneisskepticalofachievinganymeaningfulgoals

duringtheperiodofCOVID-19pandemic.Theaboveissupportedbythesubmissionof

Ojo(2020)thatbeliefandperceptionofteachersonthecontinuation(sustainability)of

education is divisionary as some ofthe educationalprogrammes such as quiz

competitions,debates,publicsymposiaand conferenceshavebeen suspended to

avoidanceofcontractingCOVID-19.

Olorunfemi(2018)submittedthatteachersusuallyshow relatedperceptions

aboutthesustainabilityofeducationevenduringcrisis.Itwassubmittedthatproper
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informationabouttheeducationalprogrammescouldbeofbenefittotheperceptionof

teacherstothesustainabilityofeducationalprogrammes.Someofthereasonsforthe

differenceintheperceptionofteachersoneducationalissuesisgenderwhichisthe

stateofbeingamaleandfemale.

StatementoftheProblem

Sustainableeducationaimsatdevelopingstudents,schools,communitiesand

nationatlarge.ItwasobservedthatbreakingdownofCOVID-19inNigeriahaslimited

therolesofeducationinmaintainingsustainabledevelopmentinNigeria.Itsprevalence

seems to have barred Secondary Schools in Kwara State from organising skill

acquisitionprogrammesandextramuralactivities,particularlyinprimaryandsecondary

schools.Itseemsthatschoolsarenotopportunetogatherstudentsandscholarsfrom

farandnearforeducationalprogrammesthatcouldfacilitatedevelopmentlikethetime

beforeCOVID-19.

Therecentobservationsbytheresearcherhaveshownthatsustainabilityof

educationmaynotbeguaranteedduringtheperiodofCOVID-19duetosuspensionof

keyeducationalprogrammesthroughouttheworldincludingNigeria.Itappearsthatthe

perceptionofteachersaboutthesustainabilityofeducationduringthepandemicisnot

knownasmajorityofthem seem nottohavebeencontactedfordetailsonit(Jimoh,

2020).Equally,itseemsthattheperceptionofteachersaboutthesustainabilityof

educationduringthepandemiccouldbedeterminedbytheirgenderdifferences.

PurposeoftheStudy
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Thepurposeofthisstudywasto determineperceptionofteachersonthe

sustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19pandemicinSecondarySchoolsinKwara

State,Nigeria.Specifically,thepurposesofthestudyincludedtheassessmentof:

1.PerceptionofteachersaboutthesustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19in

SecondarySchoolsinKwaraState,Nigeria.

2.Differenceintheperceptionofmaleandfemaleteachersonthesustainabilityof

educationduringCOVID-19insecondaryschoolsinKwaraState,Nigeria.

ResearchQuestions

1.Whatistheperceptionofteachersaboutthesustainabilityofeducationduring

COVID-19inSecondarySchoolsinKwaraState,Nigeria?

2.Isthereanydifferencebetweentheperceptionofmaleandfemaleteacherson

thesustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19insecondaryschoolsinKwara

State,Nigeria?

ResearchHypothesis

1.Thereisnosignificantdifferenceintheperceptionofmaleandfemaleteachers

onthesustainabilityofeducationduring COVID-19 insecondaryschoolsin

KwaraState.

Methodology

Thedescriptiveresearchdesignofsurveytypewasadoptedinthestudy.This

allowedtheresearchertodescribethesituationasitappears.Thepopulationforthe

studywasallteachersinallsecondaryschoolsinthesixteenLocalGovernmentAreas
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(LGAs)ofKwaraState.Thesamplewas250teacherssampledfrom 25secondary

schoolsinfiveLGAsusingmultistagesamplingprocedure.Thefirststagewastheuse

ofsimplerandom samplingtechniquetosamplefiveoutofsixteenLGAsinKwaraState.

Thesecondstagewastheuseofsimplerandom samplingtechniquetosamplefive

secondaryschoolsfrom eachofthefiveLGA’smaking25schools.Thethirdstagewas

theuseofsimplerandom samplingtechniquetosampletenteachersfrom eachofthe

25schoolsmaking250teachers.

The instrument for data collection was questionnaire titled “Teachers’

PerceptionsonSustainabilityofEducationduringCOVID-19(TPSEC).Bothfaceand

contentvalidityoftheinstrumentwereensuredbytwoexpertsinthefieldofTestand

Measurement.Thereliabilityoftheinstrumentwasdoneusingtest-retestreliability

method.Theresearcheradministeredtheinstrumenton20teachersoutsidethesample

twiceintheintervaloftwoweeksanddatacollectedwasanalysedusingPearson

ProductMomentCorrelationwhilethereliabilitycoefficientobtainedwas0.89.The

validatedandreliableinstrumentwasadministeredbytheresearcherandthreetrained

researchassistantsontherespondents.Tworesearchquestionswereraisedinthe

studyandoneofthem wastransformedintohypothesis.Thefirstresearchquestion

which could notbe transformed into hypothesis was answered using mean and

standarddeviation.Theresponsesarebasedonfour-point,Likert-typescaleofStrongly

agree,Agree,DisagreeandStronglydisagree,andthemeanratingis2.5,withthemean

valuesofeachofitem comparedinordertodetermineperceptionofteachersonthe

sustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19inSecondarySchoolsinKwaraState.Any

meanvaluewhichisequaltoorgreaterthan2.5meansagreementtothequestionnaire
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item,butwhenthemeanvalueislessthan2.5itmeansdisagreement.Theonly

hypothesisformulatedinthestudywastestedusingt-testat0.05levelofsignificance.

Results

ResearchQuestion1:Whatistheperceptionofteachersaboutthesustainabilityof

educationduringCOVID-19inSecondarySchoolsinKwaraState,Nigeria?

Table1:Teachers’PerceptionsonSustainabilityofEducationduringCOVID-19Pandemic

No. Items Mean
Scores

Remarks

1. StudentsareabletolearnduringCOVID-19like
beforethepandemic

3.81 Sustainable

2. Educationalprogrammesinplacebeforethe
pandemicarestillinused.

2.72 ”

3. COVID-19hasnoeffectonsecondaryschool
curriculum inNigeria.

2.59 ”

4. Studentsarestillabletodopracticalin
secondaryschools.

3.09 ”

5. Studentsareabletogotofieldtripsasdone
beforeCOVID-19.

2.76 ”

6. Studentsareabletocoverallthetopicsin
secondaryschoolcurriculum asofperiod
beforeCOVID-19.

3.06 ”

7. Students’presentlearningcanmakethem
effectiveintheirsocietyasofperiodbefore
COIVD-19.

4.01 ”

8. Instructionalmaterialsbeingusedtoteachin
secondarybeforeCOIVD-19arestillrelevant
now.

3.89 ”

9. Teachersareabletoperform theirteachingas
ofbeforeCOIVD-19

4.02 ”

10. Inter-classquizcompetitionisstillbeing
organizedforwithineachofthesecondary
schoolsasofperiodbeforeCOIVD-19.

2.69 ”

11. Inter-schoolquizcompetitionisstillbeing
organizedasofperiodbeforeCOIVD-19.

2.51 ”

ResultsinTable1showedthemeanscoresoftheperceptionofsecondary

schoolteachersinKwaraStateonthesustainabilityduringCOVID-19.Thebenchmark
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todecidetheperceptionis2.5.Thisindicatedthatperceptionwithmeanscoreofor

above2.5issaidtobepositivewhileanyonelessthan2.5isnegative.Thereultsin

Table1showedthatsecondaryschoolteachersinKwaraStatehavepositiveperception

ofthesustainabilityofEducationduringCOVID-19.Thisfindingsareinlinewiththe

findingofOlorunfemi(2018)thatteachersusuallyshow relatedperceptionaboutthe

sustainabilityofeducationevenduringcrisis.

Hypothesis1:Thereisnosignificantdifferencebetweentheperceptionofmaleand

female teachers on the sustainabilityofeducation during COVID-19 pandemic in

secondaryschoolsinKwaraState.

Table 2:t-testAnalysis ofthe Difference between Male and Female Teachers’

PerceptiononSustainabilityofEducationduringCOVID-19Pandemic

Variable N Mean SD df t Decision

Male 141
1.034 1.236

248 0.371 Accepted
Female 109 1.219 1.312

P>0.05

TheresultsinTable2revealedthatthecalculatedt-valuewas0.371computedat

0.05significancelevelwithdegreeoffreedom of248usingSPSS17version.Sincethe

calculated t-value (0.371)was greaterthan the significantlevel(0.05),the null
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hypothesiswhichstatesthattherenosignificantdifferencebetweentheperceptionof

maleandfemaleteachersonthesustainabilityofeducationbeforeandduringCOVID-

19pandemicinsecondaryschoolsinKwaraStatefailtoreject.Themeanscores

showedthatthereisnodifferencebetweentheperceptionofmaleandfemaleteachers

onthesustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19pandemiclikebeforethepandemic.

Discussion

TheresultofthestudyrevealedthateducationwassustainableduringCOVID-19

asbeforethepandemic.Teachersperceivedthattherewassustainabilityofeducation

duringCOVID-19pandemicinsecondaryschoolsinKwaraState,Nigeria.Thefinding

agreedwiththefindingofOnkoba(2016)thatthereissustainabilityofeducationin

Nigeriadespitethepresenceofcrisisthataffectedthesector.Thestudyfoundthatthe

introductionofelectronicmeansoflearning(e-learning)facilitatethesustainabilityof

educationinaperiodofcrisislikeCOVID-19pandemic.Thefindingisindisagreement

withthefindingofStephanandChristoph(2020)thatthecrisiscausedbytheCOVID-19

hascomprehensiveeffectsoneducation.Thisimpliesthateducationsustainability

mightnotbeachievedduringCOVID-19.

Thestudyfoundthattherewasnosignificantdifferencebetweentheperception

ofmaleandfemaleteachersonthesustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19in

secondaryschoolsinKwaraState.ThefindingconcurredwiththefindingofOlorunfemi

(2018)thatteachers usually show related perception aboutthe sustainability of

educationevenduringcrisis.Thestudyhoweverfoundthattherewasnosignificant

differenceintheperceptionoftheteachersonthebasisofthegender.

Conclusion
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ThestudyconcludedthatthereissustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19in

secondaryschoolsinKwaraState.Itwasconcludedthateducationcouldstillprovide

itsrolesdespitethepresenceofthepandemic.Thestudyalsoconcludedthattherewas

nosignificantdifferencebetweentheperceptionsofmaleandfemaleteachersonthe

sustainabilityofeducationduringCOVID-19insecondaryschoolsinKwaraState.

Recommendations

Based on the findings and conclusion of the study, the following

recommendationsweremade:

1.Secondaryschoolsshoulddeviceotherteachingstrategiessuchase-learningto

guideagainstbreakdownoflearningduringaperiodlikeCOVID-19.

2.Educationalprogrammesineducationshouldbesustainedthroughtheuseof

relevantmethodsthatwillcaterforbothgenders.
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